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The emergency regime which had been introduced in the Lebanon
on the 9th May, 1932, was brought to an end on the 2nd January,
1934. On that date Monsieur Dabbas' resignation was tendered and
accepted in an exchange of letters between the Head of the Lebanese
Government and the French High Commissioner in the Leva,nt; and
on the same date the High Commissioner promulgated four arretes:
one1 provisionally reorganizing the public administration in the
Lebanon; a second embodying a new electoral law for the Lebanese
Republic; a third nominating a Maronite elder statesman, Habib
Pasha as-Sa'd,2 to a year's term of office as President of the Republic;
and a fourth conferring the powers of Head of the State, under the
High Commissioner's previous aarUi of the 9th May, 1932, upon a
French official pending the new President's assumption of office. Under
this new provisional Constitution, the parliamentary clement in the
government of the Lebanon was restored; but the Chamber was now
deprived of all power to initiate expenditure (Art. 31), and in the last
resort the President was empowered to pass the budget over the
deputies' heads. Moreover, seven out of the twenty-five deputies
were to be the President's nominees (Art. 4). The executive power
was conferred upon the President, who was to be assisted by a
Secretary of State (Art. 3) and, for certain purposes, by a Government
Council (Arts. 3, 6, 33, 42, 43). The Secretary of State, and most
other public officers, were to be the President's appointees (Art, 38),

Under this Constitution, which was possibly better suited to a
politically adolescent country in time of crisis than the more elaborate
Constitution of 1926, the Lebanon was still living, at the time of
writing in the spring of 1935, without any apparent intention on the
Erench side of liquidating the mandate or any overt agitation on the
Lebanese side for political emancipation on the 'Iraqi precedent,
On the other hand, by this date, the development in relations between
Great Britain and the Kingdom of 'Iraq had had a profound effect
upon the relations between France and the state of Syria.

Li a previous volume in this series,3 the history of .Franco-Syrian
relations has been carried down to the 22nd May, 1030, when the
IVench High Commissioner in the Levant published a sot of six
arretes, signed by him on the 14th of that month, in which he dis-
solved the Syrian Constituent Assembly and at the same time pro-
mulgated, by his own unilateral act, a Constitution for the state of
Syria, a rkghment organique for the sanjaq of Alexaxidretta, two

1 Text in Oriente Modemo, February 1934, pp. 66-9.

mo?or ?abib Pasha as-Sa<d's Previous career see Oriente Modemo, February
1934, p. 74.                                          3 The purvey for 1930, pp. 310-14.